
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 SkillsUSA Week is Coming: Are You Ready? 

It’s time to get energized for SkillsUSA Week, 

February 2–6! This is an exciting opportunity for your 

chapter to plan activities that raise awareness of 

SkillsUSA, increase member engagement, and 

recognize the educators and industry partners who 

support student success. SkillsUSA Week is a time for 

members to strengthen their skills and showcase how 

SkillsUSA plays an important role in personal and 

professional growth. 

  

To get started, explore the SkillsUSA Week 

resources. You’ll find ready-to-use artwork, a 

printable daily themes flyer, sample activities, a draft news release, a school morning announcement script, 

and more to help make planning easy and impactful. 

  

Chapters can also request a virtual visit from SkillsUSA national officers during SkillsUSA Week. On 

February 3, national officers are available to join students for 30-minute sessions, providing greetings and 

taking your group through a fun lesson. Be sure to complete the virtual visit request form by January 30. 

Space is limited, and visits are available on a first-come, first-served basis. 

 

 

Introduction to the Chapter Excellence Program Session Monday — Register now! 

New to the Chapter Excellence Program (CEP)? This session introduces how CEP helps chapters 

plan meaningful activities while reinforcing SkillsUSA Framework skills. You’ll learn what’s 

required to achieve Levels 1 and 2, and explore how your chapter can be recognized for creating a 

high-quality experience for students. 

 

Monday, Jan. 19 at 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. ET (60 min.) 

 

Registration Instructions are here. 

 

Jan. 16, 2026 

https://www.skillsusa.org/events/skillsusa-week/
https://www.skillsusa.org/events/skillsusa-week/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.skillsusa.org%2Fevents%2Fskillsusa-week%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjshort%40skillsusa.org%7Cbc1166d9da854806ba0b08dd302d1f35%7Cfa54396e8fb24464bbe919af80799545%7C0%7C0%7C638719692563589804%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FcxeWKvn6XZVL64aUywz%2FEeRO1vWzvEuDow6m%2FitRQE%3D&reserved=0
mailto:https://www.skillsusa.org/advisors/professional-development/
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Register Members by the March 1 Deadline 

The national SkillsUSA membership deadline is March 1. Student members must meet both state and 

national membership deadlines to be eligible for national competitions, to serve as voting delegates or to run 

for national office. This deadline also applies to national scholarships, awards and honors. For information 

on state membership deadlines, visit the State Association Dues and Deadlines link.   

  

Professional members, it isn’t too late to take advantage of your 2025-26 membership benefits, including 

access to these resources: 
  

• Professional Member Resources:  
• SkillsUSA Pathful: a dynamic digital platform that supports career exploration and connects 

students with industry professionals through live and on-demand content 
• SkillsUSA Framework Integration Toolkit 
• SkillsUSA Program of Work Toolkit 
• Xplore 
• SkillsUSA Technical Standards 
• E-Courses (SkillsUSA Framework Certification, CTE Knowledge Certification and Building 

Self-Motivation in Student Leaders). 
• Advisor Professional Development 

 

 

SkillsUSA College/Postsecondary Scholarships Are Open! 

Many students are thinking ahead to the cost of college and SkillsUSA offers exclusive scholarship 

opportunities for members pursuing postsecondary education. Registered SkillsUSA members with 

upcoming tuition expenses for the fall 2026 academic term can apply for scholarships provided by SkillsUSA 

and our industry partners. 

 

Scholarships now open include: 

• Clifford “Ted” Rees Memorial Scholarship ($2,500, closes April 17) 

• Fine Homebuilding #KeepCraftAlive Scholarship ($2,500, closes April 17) 

• Larry Rash Memorial Scholarship ($2,500, closes April 17) 

• Marsha Daves Memorial Scholarship ($1,500, closes April 17) 

• NAPA/SkillsUSA Transportation Repair Pathway Scholarship ($2,500, closes June 30) 

• National Technical Honor Society Scholarship ($1,000, closes April 17) 

• Sharon Melton Myers Memorial ($1,000, closes April 17)   

   

SkillsUSA partners with Kaleidoscope to provide a streamlined application platform. Students are 

encouraged to explore the SkillsUSA Scholarships webpage now to view available opportunities and more 

will be posted soon. For scholarship questions or assistance in applying, reach out to Customer Care. 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1K1L3kpycPvJmPC05NfOi4-_7_miUpGiibl4BgLbbXGw/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.cbfeeixmo9uk
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.skillsusa.org%2Frecognition%2Fscholarships-and-grants%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjshort%40skillsusa.org%7C3e60bb7031504cdf949008dd1ed9f6b5%7Cfa54396e8fb24464bbe919af80799545%7C0%7C0%7C638700643708455626%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZlHkZSwwFhVpmHI6ivr4H%2BSeLXGPB16831Fhof3HavE%3D&reserved=0
mailto:customercare@skillsusa.org
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Take Up the Challenge! National Conference Pin and T-shirt Design 

SkillsUSA is offering the 2026 National Leadership & Skills Conference (NLSC) Pin and T-shirt Design 

Challenge to all dues-paying student members. The winning designs will become the official T-shirt and pin 

design for the 2026 NLSC. The challenge is open now, entries must be received by February 1 at midnight 

ET, and winners will be announced on February 7. Download the rules below: 

• NLSC T-shirt Design 

• NLSC Pin Design 

 

SME Foundation Scholarships 

The SME Education Foundation awards scholarships to graduating high school seniors and current college 

students pursuing an associate or bachelor’s degree in technical fields that directly support 

manufacturing. Applications will be accepted until Feb. 1, 2026. If you have already registered on the site, 

use your email and password to login. If you have not registered, please complete SME’s registration form to 

set up an account and begin your application. With more than 60 scholarship programs, the SME Foundation 

provides both merit and need-based scholarships, issues renewing and one-time awards, and seeks 

applications from all eligible students including women and under-represented communities. The Foundation 

awards nearly $1 million dollars in scholarships each year and has awarded $18 million dollars to over 5,000 

future industry leaders since 2005. By submitting one application, you will be considered for all SME 

Foundation scholarships for which you are eligible. 

 

Seeking Musical Talent to Perform National Anthem at NLSC 

Do you have a musical gift to share with the SkillsUSA 

community? If so, apply to perform the national anthem at the 

Opening Session of SkillsUSA’s National Leadership & Skills 

Conference this June. The chosen performer will be offered a 

performance opportunity on the big stage in front of over 15,000 

people plus complimentary conference registration if their sole 

purpose of attendance is to perform the national anthem. Apply 

here by 5 p.m. ET on Jan. 30, 2026. For questions, 

contact Melinda Lloyd. 

 

 

Building the “Toolbelt Generation” 
Mike Simon turned a childhood love of digging in the dirt into a 

social media empire. Now, the man behind “Dirt Perfect” is using 

his 250,000+ subscribers to rebrand the skilled trades for a new 

generation. From his “leap of faith” business launch to judging 

national championships, discover how Mike is proving that the 

trades are a first-choice career. Read Mike’s Story on the 

SkillsUSA Champions hub. 

 
 

https://www.skillsusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/26NLSCshirtBrief.pdf
https://www.skillsusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/26NLSCpinBrief.pdf
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fscholarships.smeef.org%2Fapplications%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckkitzel%40skillsusa.org%7C3151a571cfee436acf3708dd204cae6e%7Cfa54396e8fb24464bbe919af80799545%7C0%7C0%7C638702235935260436%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FOOEzUOJqF4Jgs2l36kkV%2BTbl0NrXc19oFgc50xwJX4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fscholarships.smeef.org%2Fapplications%2Fregister.asp&data=05%7C02%7Ckkitzel%40skillsusa.org%7C3151a571cfee436acf3708dd204cae6e%7Cfa54396e8fb24464bbe919af80799545%7C0%7C0%7C638702235935281737%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BUNK3Ce2Dh3frmBgC7%2BDo1P7HojAPCDrVBS0GKtJQp8%3D&reserved=0
https://skillsusa.wufoo.com/forms/2026-national-anthem-audition-submission
https://skillsusa.wufoo.com/forms/2026-national-anthem-audition-submission
mailto:melindafin@gmail.com
https://skillsusachampions.org/2026/01/advocating-for-the-trades-dirt-perfect-gains-traction-with-fans/
https://skillsusachampions.org/2026/01/advocating-for-the-trades-dirt-perfect-gains-traction-with-fans/
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Share Your Community Service Stories with SkillsUSA! 

The SkillsUSA Champions digital hub provides new content frequently, from inspiring features to stories 

about the great work chapters and partners are doing. We know your chapters are doing some amazing 

community service work this holiday season and we would love to write about it. To submit a story idea, 

send us the details through our “Submit a Story” link, and we’ll contact you.  

  

https://skillsusachampions.org/
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/9b290267bce647f8babfdfcbec939d6d

